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Reflection

When I first had to meet my students, I was a little nervous at first because I have difficulties communicating with younger people. I kept thinking that they weren’t going to enjoy having me as their mentor, but I was wrong; I enjoyed getting to know them more and having them get to know me. My students and I shared interesting things about each other. A couple of my students and I laughed at how we have the same like and dislike in certain subjects in school. We laughed about how much higher their thinking is as opposed to how mine was when I was their age. I didn’t find anything disappointing about them; the only thing that may have been awkward was the slow start to getting my students to talk to me. During each period with my student, I want to be able to know what their strengths and weaknesses are when it comes to learning something new and what they want to gain from this experience. I hope that I won’t be the only one trying to teach them new ideas; I hope that they will teach me new ideas as well. So far, my students and I have completed the tasks at hand together. The reading skills that I taught this week was using context clues to define new words and also being able to identify the topic, main idea, and supporting details of a book. The book that I read this week to my students was “Sing down the Rain” by Judi Macillon. My students and I discovered that the story was about how life in the desert isn’t that bad when the weather changes the way crops grow. The story conveyed poetic descriptions of the weather changes and people living in the desert. The words that I chose for my students to define were hovers, mourning, sacred, sorrow, and tradition. I think that the book was effective in helping the students use context clues and identifying topic, main idea, and supporting details. The only thing that may have been a little disappointing was the level of difficulty the book was. The observations that I have made this week made me realize that my students have a higher level of reading and thinking than I thought. I plan to find books that are a little bit more challenging for them.
